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If Ontario is the first jurisdiction for probate 

 

Intestate (no Will) (applicant must live in Ontario) 

Estate over $350,000  Bond or 
dispense 

Estate under $350,000 and … 

Applicant is the married spouse of the deceased  No bond 
required 

Estate over $150,000 and applicant resides in Ontario … 

Applicant is not the married spouse of the 
deceased. 

Bond or 
dispense 

Estate under $150,000 and applicant not married spouse of 
deceased … 

No beneficiary is a minor or incapable adult No bond 
required 

One or more beneficiaries is a minor or an 
incapable adult (incapable of managing their 
own finances) 

Bond or 
dispense 

 

Note:  If any beneficiary of an intestate estate is a minor (under 18) the motion to dispense with 

the bond will be closely scrutinized and likely opposed by the Office of the Children’ss Lawyer, 

especially if the minor’s inheritance will be over $100,000   

Bonding for 

probate  
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Testate (with a Will) 

Applicant is an executor named in Will and … 

Executor resident in Canada or other 
Commonwealth country 

No bond 
required 

Executor not resident in Canada or other 
Commonwealth country 

Bond or 
dispense 

Applicant is NOT an executor named in the Will and … 

Applicant resides outside Commonwealth Bond or 
dispense 

Applicant resides in Canada or other Commonwealth country 

   Estate under $150,000 … 

No beneficiary is a minor and no beneficiary an 
incapable adult 

No bond 
required 

One or more beneficiaries is a minor or an 
incapable adult (incapable of managing their own 
finances) 

Bond or 
dispense 

   Estate over $150,000 Bond or 
dispense 
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Estate already probated outside Ontario  

 

In Canada or other Commonwealth country 

Re-sealing of original probate with a Will No bonding 

Re-sealing of original probate without a Will Bond 
required  

Outside the Commonwealth 

With a Will: ancillary grant.  Regardless of residence of 
applicant  

Bond or 
dispense 

No Will: nominee of foreign trustee must be resident in 
Ontario 

Bond or 
dispense 

 


